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PART 2:  

FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any) Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments 

 

The authors did not make much effort to improve the quality of their manuscript. They 

have only very partially taken into account  my comments.  

Although it is impossible to morphologically distinguish the eggs/larvae of 

Strongyloides stercoralis from those of S. ransomi (pigs), the authors kept S. stercoralis 

in their manuscript instead of Strongyloides spp. Furthermore, human hookworm eggs 

may easily be confused with eggs of Globocephalus  or Oesophagostomum spp. of pigs. 

Given the presence of many piggeries in the region I am not at all convinced that the 

authors really did find human hookworm eggs. Many Ascaris eggs might be A. suum, 

which is not infectious to man.  In conclusion, it is very probable that most of the 

parasite eggs and cysts which were found originated from pigs and these are not 

infectious to man. Therefore, the conclusion that “These findings clearly show that 
most water sources in Nigerian rural communities constitute grave 
epidemiological threat to public health” is not justified. 

 
The authors did not answer my question whether or not the sampling was carried out 

randomly. This is important to know because the scientific value of the study depends 

on a correct sampling procedure. 

 

In the introduction the authors write “In nematodes species such as 
Strongyloides stercoralis, Ascaris lumbricoides and Necator americanus, 
the third stage larva is responsible for infection of new host.” This is NOT 
correct because the infective stage of A. lumbricoides is the egg containing the L2 
larva! 

Due to difficulty in identifying the parasites to specie level in a resource-limited area like 

our lab, we decided to use generic and not specie names for Strongyloides. We did same for 

Ascaris eggs to avoid misrepresenting A. Lumbricoides, A.suum and others. As to the 

similarities between hookworm eggs from eggs of Globocephalus  or Oesophagostomum spp, 

we are constraints by resources. We have however made other corrections as highlighted. 

On the whole, we appreciate the observations raised 

 

 

 


